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We ought to do samething, said brother Vernon.

For the @ood of Mankind 7; I askld, . -+ - MA\
There are none, said Vermon. --'Pbr the good of UBsssss : \‘
like moking money. - . ' tibe Aﬁﬁﬂﬂ?j A\

How would we do that 2 I asked.

I don't know, he:aaid. °

I know a guy vho-made upsards of:£20, 000 by writing one story, I said.

Bven that mouldidoitoibe going oh vith “8aid Vernon,

Vhy don't we all three try and write somthing ? suggested Shailn. We onuld
pool our resources and writo lots of dtorics and -things. .

That isn't a bad idep, I said, =fwc ocould turn out four or five storics s ek
betrwoen us, and in times of plenty maybe even six- and scwen.

I'm going to write n children's story, Sheiln snid.

I think I might try wy hend ot n'heu’t-sanzng dmme of humn prasion —ma
romance for'a somn's mgnzine, ‘anid Vernox.

Of coursc, I said, you renlise thnt <src shall havo to jottison:rll our ideas of
writing as an rrt, that wo shall have |to throw overboard nll our litemry and
rcsthetio principlca, that wc shall hn{vc to ronounoc all our idcas of riting for
writing's sako, nnd writc for tho mare:a, and for cditom crith the minds of rctarded
three ycar olds 2 -

Yes, said Vernon. :

Wcll, I snid,; having scttled that, I think I shall start =rith a slick, natty
little story with a snnzzy cnding for h lnrge-circuletion woekly.

I'll sec you next weck, Vermon safd, end we can comparc notes them -

I'1]l get somcbody atnrtcd on a gr\;ngc for your Bcntlcy tho woeck after thrt, I
snid, you won't went to lcave a ncw car outsido..

Thank you, said Vcrnon.

] ’I L] [ ]

Well, I said, lct us hcor that you have -rittcen, Veroon, $het is going to
wring sighs nnd teara from the hearts of a million vomecn all over the country. _
Hmm, hc said. Thero “ms a 1,500 ivord competition in one of the soncn's



mngazinecs, with a Pirat Prize of £200, so I atarted on a story for that.

That's fine, I said; - 4if you win it will be as mich as we should earn in two
wceks - maybe even two and a half weeks - writing at norml mrtes. We will a1
be able to live in clover. Rend us your story.

It isn't complcted, spnid Vernon.

No.matter, T said, read us what you have got anymy.

It hnsn't got a title yot, sald Vernon.

Thnt's all right, I said, just miss out the title and go on to the next bit.

Well, said Vernon, it... Ch, 21l right......

Mind John Bigrat" he read, " hnd just gunned dovm two hundred
dcfenocless women and children when he first act eyes on Agatha
Eltonstcin Badlousc. Ho kncw, of coursc, that Agathe Eltenstein
Badlouse was married to the Count von Eltenstcin Badlouse, Gulley
Brennan Bagban Goodfricnd, but sinec tho Count von Eltcnstein
Badlousc, Gullcy Brecnnen Bagban Goodfriend, wms amongst the five
hundred orippled old peovlc Mad John Bigrat hnd rurdcred the week
before, he wmsan't too worricd."

That's nll there is, srid Vernon, I pot a littlo stuak around there.

I Bon't sec vhy, I said. I think thc story has cverything ncocssary so fnor.
It has pacc and action, you hnvo brought the hero and horoinc into it right amy,
there should be o difficulty '.'lith render idontifiontion, it hns just thc right
nmount of tcnderness nbout it where you mention the defenccloss vomen and
children, and tho style is quitc bcyond ariticism. I do not soc where you enn
g0 wrong, . I suppose it will all turn out to be a Terrible Mistake in the end,
and actually it will not be Mad John Bigrant but somebody else who has done awny
with all those people ? . ' :

Yes, ‘T suppose it will, said Vernon.: Then he-went on: Yes, that's it;
you've got it.- Of course, it must bec someone other that Mad John Bigrat vho hns
done all the dirty rork. I will disclose in the finnl sentenco that it wms
really Agetha Eltenstein Badlouse. : , =

That would certainly solve it, I said. &, '

I don't think I likc that story, said Sheiln.

Wcll he hasn't finished it yot, I said, give him a chance. What did you
comc up with anymy ? 3 HES

I haven't written a proper story yet, either, sho 8aid, but I've ercated a
charncter. T call him Bungo and he is a rnbb2t who gets into all lorts of sdven-
tures. I am going to centre a wholc scries of storics around him, - HEe

That sounds good, Vernon said. Teil us about him. '

Wcll, said Shella, in the first story it's winter time ‘and poor Bungo is
Truozing in his burrow, without anything to vat. Ho gocs to visit £11 his
relrtives in turn - of course this cen be made to spin out quite long - to sce if
eny of them hrve nny food to sparc but they nre all.as badly off as he is. Poor
Little Bungo gocs spdly back towards his ovn burrow and, suddenly, not frr from
home, he spies g vhole big stack of turnipa in the corncr of a field. Ho slips
undcr the fonce...... oo . > :

eeco.0And gets caught in n ghastly agonising trnp that spews his guts over
half a mile of tho anov—covercd oountryside?, I gucsscd. :

Thet “msn't how I had it plemnod, said Sheiln. And anyvny this is only the
first astory in the sories. Whnt about thc sequcls if that happened ?

Vhy, said Vernon, you could cnll tho next onc "Decomposition” or ™Worms in
the Winter® or something like that, and follow it up with "Mould and Decay".

I‘don't think it would go over too woll in SUNNY STORIES, Shoiln scid. I'1l
think about it. What did you do, ¥nl 2



I secm to be the only one who hns ectually written a story, I said.” That
is what comes from studying one's market. Iy story is ‘dlanted at popular wecklicés'
cuch as FEVEIIIZ. Or mybe TIT-BITS. I did thc scnsible thing .- I bought severanl
issues of ench of these and rend the stories thoroughly; I studied themnasiduously.

I isolated just what thc editors want. '

And vhat do the editors vmant ? Vernon askod.

Arc you asking my opinion, I said, or do you mean vhat do they rmnt in a story?

Wwhat do they smnt in a story, he said.

They want Recriminntion and a Twist Ending, I said. iithout cither onc you
arc lost and you mny as well pack up and go home and play Ludo. If you do not put
Reerimimtion into your story, and a Twist Ending on to tho cnd of it, then you arc
o mero hack in their eyes. 1In nddition, T sanid, thc storics have to be short and
thay must bo slick - you know, frst-moving and sophistiented,

Well, let's hear it, said Vernon.

I have called it - just to let them knmow I haven't forgotten the Recrimination -
"Retribution", I said., Here it is:

- "Harry had thought, as soon as he saw the fil-
7> ”\’7\[\ N\ thy tramp beating a shonkecper to denth with a
~ \ gotepost in the village that nftcrmoon, that
. A rthe follow wns probnbly up to no good. Never-
m{ F(" | thelcss, it oamc as something of n shock to him
when he was leisurcly enrrying his ocompany's
£3,000,pryroll up a deserted country lanc at
thruc o'clock in the morning, and tho teamp
jumpcd out from behind » tree and trristed o
knifeiround in his ribs. - Tho shodk Tms. too
much for Harry and thc tramp tock tho £3,000
pnyroll nnd mde of? up the lanc with it,
leaving Hnrry for dced - vhich ho wmas.
The tramp hhd mot gone more than half a nilc wp
the lane when he heard o rustling sound in tho
trecs nt the side of the rond. He turnaed to
see what it wns nnd as hc did so two morc tramps came out of the bushes nnd broke
his sakull with coshes. They grnbbed the money bag from his limp hand and darted off
up the lrne, but a surprisc wna in storc for them. They hadn't gaonc oorv than‘na
qurrter of n milc whon tiuy heard footstcps behind thom; before they could turn, how-
ever, they hnd been gnrrotted by four more trums tho toak the £35,000 and! rmn off
rlong the lanc with it. A fow hundrcd yrrds nhend of this spot, eight tramps woro,
vciting in the bushes witk guns in their hands...... When P.C. Joncs, the villaga
Folicemn, cycled on his beat the next morning, he sms rther surpriscd to sce - in
tha quict oountry lnne -héch he kner so woll - ninc hundrod ~nd scventy thousand,
six hundred and fifty three dend trarps.... onc of then still clutching a bag
containing £3,000,"

Frm, said Sheila,

Yes, sanid Vernon.

Don't you like it, I asked.

Ycs, anid Vermon, I likc it. And I should say that it ccrtainly hrs Reerimin-
rtion, and without doubt the Twisticat of cndings. But I can't help thinking that
perhips it is just a littlc too short. %

Do you think so, I said ? T don't really see hov I could lengthen it. Unlcss
I incrensed the mumber of tramps. Do you think that would help ?

No, said Vermon, no - I vouldn't do that. I fecl that tho story might loso
sorcthing in cubtlety if you earried that iden too frr.
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les, I said, I gucss you're right. But I think I hexe it —_whcn the police-
mn goes on his rounds and finds nine hundred and seveni; dred and fifty
three dead trarpa, hc doesn't rcport it. He simply slips the bag containing the
£3,000 into his pocket nnd rides on his way.

Uh huh, said Vernon, and what happens then 2

Vhy, I said, the villege millarn, going on his rounds, finds nine hundred and
scvonty thouaand, aix hundred and fifty three dcad policemen.....one of them still
clutching a money beg conteining £3,000. ey

That might do it, said Vernon. You wouldn't have to sacrifice your Twist
Ending that wmy.

Not even my Rccrimination, I said.

I'm not too hnppy nbout it, somehow, said Sheila.

Oh - why, I asked ?

: I don't renlly kmow, she snid, but I just havc a feoling that it is not quite
right somowherc. I think that it might be best for the time being if we pll col-
labornted on ono story - you know, vorkcd out an idea betwecn us and vwrote it
collectively, sort of.

Well, we can try that, I said. After all, now thnt we have decided to foruvgo
art Tfor cormmerce, what doos it matter how we writc a thing so long as it sells to
the editor and goes over well with tho masscs ? Have you any ideas ?

Yos, said Sheila. There is thig attrnotive young girl tho lives in a nioe
house in a reapectable suburb......

That's a good beginning, I said, and she hns a little ocurly black grandmother
vho sits at home 01l dry rcviling the dog.

No she hns mot got a 1little curly black grandrothor who sits at hame 211 dny
rcviling the dog, said Sheila.

Well I say she has, I insisted. You've got to have some appeal in your story
for the older people and the animal lovers. Therefore she has a little curly black
prandmother who sits at home all doy reviling the dog.

She has not got a little curly black grandmother! said Sheila.

OK, I said, OK. So she hean't got a little curly black grandmother. In that
case - if she hasn't got a little curly black grendmother - who'a going to sit at
home all day reviling the dog ?

Nobody, seid Sheila, she hasn't got a, dog.

ch, I snid, well T gucss thet squarcs it thon.

Well, Shciln went on, this girl hrs got to go into hospital for an operation.

That's a good angle, I said, and whilc she's having her operation the surgcon
falls in love with her sexy intcstines nand isn't able to complcte it.

That's it, snid Vermon, vho had becn sitting thoughtfully. But later sho
forgives him - after somcbody clac haa sewn her up agnin - nnd she probably cvon
narrics him,

And they go to live with his little curly black grandmother, I sddcd.

And buy a dog, said Vernon.

Which the little curly blnck grandmother sits and reviles erll dny, I said.

Thet's it, said Vermon.

You know, I don't think were going to mrke quite as much money at this

fiction=writing business ns we first thought we were, snld Sheila.
That's just sour grapos, I snid, bocrusc we put a littlec curly black grand-

rother into your story.
And a dog for hor to sit at home rcviling, nddod Vernon.
Well, wr0'll wmit and sce, said Shcila.

L] L LS L] + o i ] L
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I rerd it vdath ouch
intarest, much plecsure
congiderable amuaamcnt
—cmnd & fewr misgivinga.
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JUSTAG

ERIC FRANK RUSSELL Damon's indi gnntion has
Ty =~ c lot of entcrtaiment

Extracted from a letter about "In Search Of vrluc, for mo at :;r?v
¥onder”, an anthology of Damon Knight reviews rote. Bt ho cives wy

to it 2t o0 Hec I
wuldn't ecare to mun
Iyaclf.

In case you would like to know moro, I'll azy that nbout two yocrs ~go ane of
our leading Sunday popers naked me if 1'd enrc to criticiase af books for tha, at
&n rccg tadle foc. I turned the offcr down, plceding incampetancc, For thot, you ooy
call nc cracked—-but I don't think I =, I rofuoc to trced «harce Dmion dooan't fear
to rush in.

®¥hy? Wcll, Dmmon meptions about mithorsg f2lling into & trap: such ca vhcro the
Doro foces 2n all-conquering menace cnd then hos to contradict the dufinition by
conqucring it. But erities, I fear, 2lao fall ints trpa ~nd, whet i3 vorso, thay
cm't alvays ovoid them ovan with the best intntiona in the \orld.

The trop lies in that the critic's role is 4 judicic) one. e iz ot oo
bench, attired in wig and gown, weighing up the evidence and holding (or ntriving
%o hold) the gcales of justice with camplete cud visible imprrtinlity. (Smaber
Loxd Chief Justice Goddard's dictum: "It is mot sufficient for justice 40 bo done—
1t must cleo be ggen to be done.") »

But the critic juat can't do that except in trose few cfsea vhere he !mows the
zuthor peracnally. Where the suthor is known remotely or mot known at cll, the erit-
io0 1a 2 judge forced to prancunce on the basis of superficial e idence winich, as
often as not, may be largely evidence for thas prosecution end sweet foc for the de
fence. In such ciraumstsnces Justice may geem to be done tut ia mot secn to be done.

4n 1llustmation of what I'n getting at. Some time back I wes lookin: nround an
0rt exhibition in compeny of its director. He rointed cut an oil painting of a riv-
ergide scene and asked me what I thought of it., I studied it carefully. The tech-
nigque wes fer better thm anything I could ever do, mut I'm nmot e printer, There
were other pictures in the exhitdtion thot were worae, severel thoat werc auperior.
This picture had & slight touch of crudity that, to my mind, mede it no moro than
medioere. So I said, quite mincerely, "Not bad.'

Director: "That the best you can smy chout 1t7"

Mo: "I'm afmaid go."

Director: "All right. I'l]l now prove to you that you can lock at the scme thing
twice, see two different things and rench two different Judgments. '

Leit "If you can do that you're a magieim."

Directort "No I'm not." He handed me the cotalogue. "loock it up in thet. v

published by Advent Press.



I loaked it up. It cridi "No.B83. Thmmes at Synningdele. py James licchin., Painted
by oouth. Submitted by the Home for Limbleass Veterens." 1 astared ot the pcinting
vihich this fellow hnd done holding the brush in his teeth.

Director: "Well, same opinion?" S e

dci "Ho—I think it's mervellouas." - .

Directors "So do I." -

Thot experience was ¢ lesson to me. Suppose I'd gone through that exiibition with
a bunch of the boya whom I wented to impress with my erudition and wit. I could hnve
nicked on that pic, exposed ita slight crudity, tom the painter apart to mcke 2
Som~n holidey. Then how humilisted, how ashomed of myself I'd have felt “han later
I lerrnoa the truth—when later I got the hiddun vidence that the judgo-critic
gota ell too r-xcly. < F " : : :

It's tough bdng on ~uthor, it's dmm dmgerous to be & critic. I anjoy Dmmon's
w1k tut wouldn't dare nttampt it myself. lot serioualy. In veliialess fun, porheps,
but mot geriously. 1'd be too sorcly afrrmid of aceret circumatoncoa comin:: inte tha
open ~nd meking mo fecl bed ebout mysclf because I'd passed judgment an losa than
half the ovidwnco nnd, though unwittingly, becn unfair to samcanc,

For example, nnyone with verve, fluency; a vitriolic pen, et al, who chose to
write & historical critique of ef, might e2sily in his imocence pick on and tear to
pleces the pre-war stories of once-popular Joe Skidmore. Joe wna tn aithor who blew
hig top, literally. & fellow doesn't camit sulcide wdithout going through & long
period of mental tewmoil first. God cnly knows what effort it tekes to write well

anough to plonse cthor pucple whan mentally onc is heading for the lost roumd-up.
Should Joos oe floyed for any literery shertecrmings? I deax mot! It could be done
aquito henestly, quitc sincorcly, y a aritic danicd all tho evidenac—mut it atill
wuldn't be frir. ;

Or tnkc cnothor case: a prelific producer of lougy writing w28 o closo fricmd of
ring, imurice G.Bugi. He gt saveral dow-grado &f yarns published in British pegs.
fic tricd tho US markct twenty tices and every yam came back by rotim of poots,
\tho 2ne published in agtcunding, ycars-age, undcr Hygi's namo, is tnothor story
that John- W, Coopbell kmows but I won't tell.) Bugi. tumad out unpelished, coraloessly -
“Titten Tubvish a0 fast that his ooin scurce of ineome was the lowoct grade Britieh
cricc-gtory corket at 5 a thouassnd werds. At lcast, he could ds thot atuff ond

xr.cthing wis bettor than ncthing. ho gyt by— juat 2bout. : .

4 critic tamod with e dictionary of imvoctive could neve e wenderful tinc with
Buzi's sf yoma. But sincc eritica; bcing intclligent ron, arc  besicrlly idnd and -
gmerous pe ple, I dcubt whether he'd deo it once given the hiddan cvidence, tho
p°rt usually doniod to critics sitting and writing at -a distanca.

Thoe ovidencos Hugi was the anly child of cldarly parents sho wero foroigncrs
(Swics) mnd wore wholly dependmt on hir. Both porcnts werce sani-invelids. Hugh
kept houao for tharm, co-kdd, shoppcd, «wwenidid the anghing whcn nccecsstry. Ho navor
nerriod, naver teck & girl sut on o dntae becruse ho eculdn't afford to, tnoush in
Pporrnee nd Wy naturc he wes the typdical family-nsn, During the wr he look:od
ofter bomo ond tho old folks deytimos wie An cir-reid wordan night-tinos, @t in
his olocp and his writing vhanaver ha coald ond ~s bast hc oould. 4nd, ielt, that
“an't the half of it—Hugi himself was under sentence of death, He vep . chroni¢
dicbetic, kept alive by frequent dosea of ingulin., His days werv rmumbered cnd he

knew it. But atill he wrote storics. aa best he could. within the scrioun limitat-
lions 1laid upon him, :

Towards the end of the war Hugi's mother died. He carried:on, taking care of his
father. Three years later Hugi himself died, leaving his old man fecble and alone.
~ 011 Tample and some of the London crowd rallied around, searched through Eugi's

)
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letters and carbonas, treced money owing to him all over the shop, dunned varicus
publishers same of whom were the shyster type, collected the cash and gave it to the
old man end saw him fixed up. It was something similar to what happened vhon the
Chicago fans rushed to the aid of Margaret Weinbaum. If anyone ever agks you: “ihat's
the uso of all thia bloogqy sf rubbish, what &ood does it do?" there aro two cxomplcs.
Therc are times vhan seience fiction ta:cs cn thc peculiar look of knodc-imicod
Fromasonry.

hut shall anyone pec from a grcat haght upen the ill-scrawled, ill-peid vorks of
Meurico G.Eugi? I say thet if he docs, juatice bhas not bocenm scen to bo dono,

Stories were written, sold, published, praised or slammed, that were conccived
and tumed out jumpily, in 30/50 word amatches, during major blitzes whcn shrawmol
rattled an rooftops, shell-caps clattercd into-the streots, there wna that queor
rustling sound as sticks of heavy baobs came down fmn 10/12000 feet, thc ground
quivcerad like jelly, firc-rquads raced around, anti-airereft battarics shook and
somotimoa brace thc windows, people died, and the scribbler himaclf wouldn't hava
laid a tan-doller bet on bd ng alive by moming. Stories, or samctimes diarica that
became storics, werc written an battleficlds in Buropc ond Aaia, Thgy have 211 tho
shortcomings of prolonged criais. If asked to sit in jucgient upon them I wouldn't
daro, cvan though I've been thore myseclf.

‘ Inere's a gnod and wellnigh unanserable retort to all the foregning. namoly that
:}f everyone looked at things my way it would put a campletec end to 21l foma of crit-
iciam and literary judgment. Everytning would be praised, good, bad or indifforent.

That's partly true, though not wholly so. I think it would moke eriticden o milk
ond vator affair, with the critic leaning far over beckward to awoid scying anything
he might loter regret. 4 good deal of criticism would be hardly worthvhile, tho eri-
tic fecling hingelf castrated by himene considerations. 4 good doel of criticisn
wouldn't bo. worth writing or publishing ot all—though, of ooursc, thero's tho
fact thot a gonod deal of it isn't worth a hoot in hell already.

lirybe others don't know what the answer is, tut I do. It's a selfish one. I lie
back in the chair amd enjoy Dumon on the warpath, scalping all and aindry, toidmg
his chences on tomahewking someone who doesn't and never did deserve it. I'm more
than glod to let hin run the risk of sametime having to live with = deep regret—
becausa, I agsume, somebody's got to take an the horrid chore and I'd much rether
it waan't me. I've sem too much, had too nony ahocks to my complecency.

Demon Knight comments:

It geems to me that EFR hns aimmed up both sides and left me

with nothing to say. Except (thias is something I think he knows,

but didn't sgy clearly) that congiderations of difficulty can't

be accepted in criticiam; if thqy were, aovery beginner's first

story would be & marvel; and a painting is just as good or bed

whether the painter did it with his hands, fect, tecth or (as

a charactor in lady Chatterlay says about Renoir) his pemia.

(“And jolly good pictures they were, 1) I didn't kmow about
Scidmore's instability, he was before my time, but I wouldn't

have heaitated to say he was an aas. Q




(cte. from p.2)

us the s~wying goes, enst your bread on the

witers ~xxl i€ 1dll rotum

aftor mmy dnys. (Tho only trouble is, who wnnts wot bro~l:i) Mt keer
it up fellows—wo'll get Cmck bock yet.

<onvhilo here's ~nother horrible Hyphen.

- crude screwl by dtoo peoidng xolicious

fun -t tceo orginising geniuses of faniom is followei by stuff oy huclks like ..aimorth,
fugsoll "nZi Show whom you see in every crudzine. cven thg miaprints are inferior to
the sti'nd~rig I act with Funk ~nd uagntlls. Thesa fre followea by scverrd nosres of

| There ia one step we can all
take in vreparstion for nuclear
ek =

Dig e traw_h in the garden
four feet deep and two. feet .
wide rmd lay brushwood beaide
it. “her the alam sounds,
Juzp in, pull the bmshwood
over you and lie flat,

This gives no pmtectxon
wh>tever from blast or fall-

out, but at least 1t will leave | CRY, vho Mlow their Ph.D to tum the iiindle. How-

~-your lctters from which 211 thc¢ brilli~nt ldis nrve

been ctrefully edited out nnd surrustitioudd: sold
to profesaionid gnhgwriters. Inls wuld hve becn

b-d enough. tut as s result of - leaser-'mown pro-
vigion in thu Goverrment of Ircl-n: _ct, 1920, .

which set up the p:rtition of Irelncd o fima our-
aclvea forceu to incluce 2 contribution. {zeea the. .
Republic of zire. The suthor of the ane.di: thrg i~

=“issue, A cr wcsulity, is = Ph.D who vie foricrly en-

gaged in post groauste resesrch in tamia hysies
at Trinity College, :niu we looke. forwadi o list-
ing him 2g aurer cle'wier to nut conc over on-tne

the place as tidy as we found |

it . ver since pecting Irish Fenaom he h o lest the Un-
o (Letter in *Today'. )

iversity ‘@u is now workdng in . fertili..cr foctory.
* The vhole drcucful mess is messily miz:icocd on the
second checpest wiper I can fma and postea in 2 anilbox with chip;el ayvrcl “nd the
initixlpo VR.

You iy of course be lucky cnough to fin:d sone bl:mk p-ges in your co.y innte 2,
bece use in gy uncesing setreh for imperfection I h-we stop, ed checkdng the com:loted
nms Tor hlrnksa. I aida try to cetcet then by :nlysing the ueroumiate civa' cleristies
of the » ges s they flew into the delivery tray,
but thc teechnietl a:te on square: fcroplines soms
curiously inndejquite. However until I can finu some
tri: .nml .r dulicting poper, o fellow I iow his
s0le nc o very good insur-nce ;olicy vhich p#ys us
both 000 if you find o1 blank phge. Unfortun-tcly
I ooull only affor. th¢ rrumiuns for this one.

The next iasue won't be ruch better, though we ¢o hove a pi..cu by r Hra dm_r‘g nee
fn sriter erlled Mcrry. You ooy mnanh.r ac publishei his firot nrticlc = ecouslc of
ycars bick, ni I think he hns had sooc stuff neceptcc by other finz ainec. ther: rv
quitc > few other pieces in the brcklog, 2long with quits 2 few letters sidll o e
rublisnci. I mention thia bechuse it occurrai to me thnt:thure 2re ~ lot of oll {ras
8roun. thcse nys vho might like to take a4 fling nt foz publishing cgrin in oy
th:t woulcn't commit than to ~nything. ~nyone like to gucat-cdit on iosuc of Hy:hom?
Tuckor? Grennull? awshworth? Burbec? Clarke? ! HuRRIS??

oy the =y, though the alternative néiress I gve will gtill fin® me, we'se ~et-
ully atill ot 170. The¢ purchrge uenl fell through, closcly followel @y tho adtling-
rooq cuiling. -nyone went & couple of aibic miles of vhitc dust for firing into
s.2ce? uc Zon't scam to be ~ble to get ril of it my other way.

lo Grunch this time, alaa, beciuae of illness at Inchmery -// 'Thousghta R:.r Toly!
@is 1asue by Lrchie Mercer Tyone elae irritate. by munime calenders or wyaide

o aldrits? // dex Lorrizon, 3 Cammyle Place, Stevenston, ayrshirs, Scotlond woulu
1U like Sttt egide corresponcant, swo; sf ete.

TBOUGHT FOR 10D.Y

"Oft-times is a Waish
but & enstumed nole'.
—-St.al povor




«L WeRe SITIING in the living room of e

Oblique Bouse, all of us experiencing e =

2 gort of post-ghoodminton tristea and ' C

languorously discussing such farmish .

subjects as the thewory of poat—aeflect- q av
ion acceleration in e:thode ray tubes, ,
scx, the appliecation of the Schrved- '/,
inger equation to positronsg in @an n- , @ h

dinengional lattice, poriography, and 1

the spin relamntion effeect at low I!I
temperaturea. Thia odd mixture of top- .

ics ercse thmugh the prescnec of Ar. 1 nh ] 1
G.Charters, vho persisted in htringing -—— Qt{ Z

up ta second end fourth subjects at
my brief paige in the ccnversation.

FPEESE_ aiet dndeleinu had just brought in the
hf‘ : j tea vhen wo sald modestly thot we
2 ¢ internded to write 2 few linea for
the next isme of Bymhm., 4 madiam
silence descended an the gotharing:
gratifiei by this regpectfil hush,
Cﬁ) : we warmed to our topic nd exploined
: 0 - how thia column would becaome & rog-
B ular feature, howv it would gredually
z ! increuse in gize and saope (Mdel-
| cing' was heam to mutter sancthing
"._. : ( about thinking it wg to ba in Hy-
e O : e f“ . phan), ond bow it would cvortmnlly
== 2 ' I relogete the reat of thoe aop:nzine
- e Sl | tc subsidiary importmcc.

wnen we pmged for breath, everyonce tried to spesk at oncu. Welt begpod us with
tears in his eyes to respect the hullowed poges to which ha hed devoted the bost
ycmrs cf bis life; Jmes snid. “Bogorrsh, ye spalrems," and promptly took off his
flasscs; kb choked an his firth piece of apple pie; ma Ar G.Charters (wo clwoys
rogpeet the rged and infim) inched his whe-l-cheir forverd md cazpleinod that
.'_us_bc::d.m_-uid battery wag a it low, 80 would we mind spealdng up a littlo. then
it beerme eloar o the group that we were serious about our projecta eantritution
“ig werc miturally overcome with motion and thcir acconts becme oo prorounced
II1:-.11-*:.'@ theigi.at of the discusaion teerme aifiicult to follow. vords likc " scoundral g",
blocqy ncpublicang” and “fuggheads" were hecru frequoently. g tssume that thesc
“12 used in Nyrthom Irelend aa qusaint tems of affection wnd respoot.

Shortly aftorwards the macting-bmke up 8a ti:e vurious cembera of IF adionly
razcabered urgant ousiness. Jmes put on hia cost (the cumel-hair with the fur
oollar) -nd went off to sond u telegrir ts the Goan; this rvad OOE HOLE ALL IS
sORGIVEN IRISH FANTQU NEEXDS YOU NOw. It anys much fer:his cxoitad: stote ‘ef mind
tort he aent this memsoge reply paid, nnd we werc maturally. impress:d ty thc agin-
carity of his desire to infom hia friends of the goad news.

b wes s0 inarticulate with euppresscd umtion that ha wos ynable 'td-addross
us drectly and lnd to lesve admoat at onee, pausing enly tc nodcket tnree or #Sur
" pounds of biscuits. He did say gooilye to Walt, for we heard nim say "4 oon rust
bo vith his wifec and farily at a time like thig" 23 he climbei into hig limocusine
znl s driven my. Ar Charters storted to bang the table with his vzoilem Jzoon

"


hue.ru

=d mmbled "I dan't care, I've got tham

all, every ona." after he il bean placd ax

vdth four pin-up photos an¢ a cwpy of the Kinsay Report, he relapso. into ~ condit-
ion of glazel stare and Lheyno-Stckes breathing. wdllt and Uadcleine 2p coroed pre-
occupiel and silently contemplated the sudienly bright futurc, & we mon loft to
rceturn to dublin. It wos odc thot we were stoppaed four timea on tho joumaqy by

groups of men with Sten guna. Fach time,

one of than lozked at uwa closcly ond seid

to ha camptmions, "I wish the BvAs wos here; thcac don't fit his descriptiom, ut
you can naver tell with fen'., Our ocbvious intcgrity curried us. through theac en-
counters \ﬁ.t.haut dlfhm.lty. md from the franticr pcat to Dablin cur jcumgay, s

uncventful, | [

‘henra faw selcet membars of fenzem |
hcard the news sbout the forthooming |
new feature in ‘Hyphen we were irumi- -
atej with thouamnds of aug-cations |
(few of thay printable), md hmdrcds
of -lottca's. one or two of which were
evan stampul. ae.include extractg feam
tvo of these balowi—

e...Thrillul to hear of new Ryvhan
featurg....Bound to be a succeas w th
your magnificant tklent, brillimnt
wit :nd powerful intcllect....n
Judging you both by the onc I hawva
net...#ill rdise Hyphen &wven higher
an the pinnacle. Yours in :wa, E.P.

.««..Ployso2 at tre nowa of this greot
franigh venture...Glad to sce your
nzes W@dll be on tha fceature, ag I
Xislikc anonymous contritutiona...
¥ill undoubtily beecame the foeal
point of 1960... with rcspect, R, 3,

uodosty hog prevanted ua fmm re-
proiucing the more cxeccssively wordod
tributes we heve receivea: fram theso
2nd other fen, tut we huve-Answered i
then indiviqunlly, sending autogrophcd
studio portraits wherv requeated.

wcll, provided walt hasgn't rctired
to the mountains tb contemplnte his
nevel for the reat'of his days, wc
Wll see you agzmin in the next iassue
of typhan. Until then, beat from Irish
foniom (Southern Division).

—
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A Lct ter from Mal ashworth

.+.50 now you 4re -elling furdture, Zow

l-rkm't know shet carasgtation you oxe \:rcnki_ng

'in oy ego by flitting fion job to job like
the provervial alahant in 2 rmoerb trec.
ibate—] 28k you imrall feimess—gon one

| find barbed, ncute, iointec mnc uttaerly
i chie, to sy about aé‘lhng furmiturae? In

my csse tho answer is nothing; I hojoe you
s€ll a lot. I hope you acll =o -uch fum-
iturec it fills the homes of ~11 who obuy
it, ‘T hopc thc ’ﬂuniturc they.buy fmii you
crans the hrlls i the loblits m< tho
lan\.:mga mc tho stmd reasca. °I bopo it
mkes it' inposstblé far them to 2ova in
the houses, or ovan to get _in the housgos.
I hore it forces tonen out onta"tho otreets:
I bopc it follows them out onte Rhe
strcots. T lope the fumiture yom scll
crams «very atrect in Lencaster, ~ml forces
the traffic to-a gtandatill, I hopo thot
ug tho ZBys g by, fumiture =1 by you
chox -8 overy maim road in Lmmenshire, mad

| in the whole cocuntry. I hopec the nilla

broik doan unier th mgxt of fmiture
(e0lc by ya1) pilol an' m2 crounc then. I
hope nobody can evan gec the felds nd
the crcps for the fumiture sié by you.
and 88 everyon: alts soily ;just off tho
codst in mell rowing boats, gazing with
wigtful cyes at o Britain piled high with
nile on milc of furmiture 11 apld by you.

1 I bope it minkg alowly unicr tho vevos,

through the greut weight, to thg tunc of
'Lnd of Hope anc Glory'. In ryy rpict ay,
I'a trying to \dish you succeas, i




THS GL&SS BUSHEL

Jele MAN 1N THE GAEY

-

ONE EVEMING LaST WINTER while gluncing i I !"'] I‘]H r | J‘ n P l‘]
through the Radio Times I diacovered that _r’__,j‘ & E,_, _,J_r
the 3BC was going to give Julius Caesar the

full trectment in about half an hour's time.

The discovery of and the iminence of this

veritchle pearl sent me into A state of near B O B S H AW
oysteric, I dnshea out and purchaged two pint

bottles of umber ale, got the fire well gtoked

up, equipped myself with glass, bottle opener, pipe, tobtcoo umd aliprers ~nd settled
down in on amchair befpre the iV set. Once thet TV of ours gets intv your chir
nothing will chift it,

{he play orened in a rother unfumilisr manmer—nothing out gry nisot d o
atrenge, eerie silence. I wes explaining to Sadie thit I dia't core such for the
libartics the BoC hid trken with the origin:l settings vhen zshe moticel t:nt the
£.2 mun't munitchel on. Onee that ws done I begon to enjoy the show. Zverrthing:
wiit «ell until the thirxd 2ct, then my mR0Ty began to atir unocsily. dredming: wpy
frepentexy glimpsca of the plat.....

Sullenly it vea all there. Of course. Bow could 1 have forgotton the cheer miscry
of ny first mnd leat toate of the footlights' glarc? This vms tho rlay I 0ol buan
forec to toker port in during oy first yxer at the Technical High School. Groaduclly
ti3 sound end' fury of thae BBC version bearn to rccede =s the «wvernts of it Jdanatly
avaning cmo crowiing orck, ..

he El)&li&h tencher in mrge of the pmdnction wag An 2thlatie t\'lcc;b' non sdatn
- Juire, ngryy free, Hia nome wag Cuson wnc he woa fearan throughout tho Jizst
Jeor goctions because, necording to rumour, he hai been known, whmn CRITEGE, to
iaolicdh even the largest boys by aprlying a sort of wrestling sutmiusion lold
}_m;‘nn %6 the Cortscrew, This involved putting his left ~m round your nedec, cctel-
ing the short hairs of your tample in his right hund and winding theaz like =m old
grwohone. Nobody had ever netunlly scen Crrson do this u* we rll wat in drerd
o sudienly being given the Cerkscrew.

wcturlly I shouldn't hove been in the play at nll. Ir f-ct, tho anly rec.con for
the ilole lusiness wes thnt Corson, like so many short tampore: poople, balicveld
himzelf to be something of » huncurist. He hod writte: = toke-off on Juljus Cresixr
for e md of tem social and had reclisac at the last pooont that 211 thc clover
bit:, such ns tre “groasination secnc in which the conspirators wsed torsy Ama
wull not be arireciated by the mbble. accondingly he hal cecided to do the ploy
acTiously to sov us what the renl thing wns like, 2ni knd caat aixd 217 fourth
yeor students in the major parts,

In English class one doy I wus laboxiously mrking earbon copies of ny cl-as nog-
fzine. mow, for come forgptten and unguessable retaon 8s ".¢ Hibou onl Ku Khire
K1 Joumal", when Carson apoearuvd beside me ond sew vhot I wis doing. I coweseld
0ot enverang oy tanrles tut 0 oy suryrise he took the mitcor muite woll, Zster ¢
iulic enquiry inti the policics and cirailotion figures of ay magozie, vhich left
AL reet of the class in stitches, he caked whether my evidant intercst in the _xts
ineludud ~ny dcaire to be a ‘Tnespian, ‘l 3

-



I bnd o vague ices th:t *he weri nen® sowething peculisr nl mawblel fcolesiatuy
-bout being too young.

Crrson didn't seem to notice. He handed ce copy of Julius (testr, showed me my
»ort, which conaisteu of two lires in —ct 3, nd tolu me to show up ot rcho:rels
thit evening. Sjme of the boys who st ne rby nlmost bec-me 111 with sanaalsszs
i?ughter——this wes going to be scrething to tlk bout for ye~rs.

ag it tumed out I only hal to Attend one rche rstl, iue to being ocongexistel so
lite, s things went so well =it it thet 1 becwe reconciled with the ilec. of being
fn Lotor, (ne serious snig wis the obvious impossibility of yrocucing retoontble
fresimiles of Homn “unmy uniforma, but C°rson il got round this by droosin:: avery-
bpdy, aven kork .ntony and Pempey, in togna. Theac consiste. of lengthyy iecco of
curt™in otteranl torrowed from the urt cl:ssroons. .n clierly te:cher qy tha nrne
of rdog wnderson fitted then on the toys with safety F-ns.

Thero e not enough m-teril on heng to rrovide me vith 2 togm o I 28 oy oit
in 5y ordinnry clothes thicr =t th:t pirticulsar time consiated of shiyrolons 1y
flrmmels "nd =n ex~4RF jncket. Before I went on ¢i3s anuersan crovided me vith ~
SLeCY .l . circultr e~rlboini shield.

Just fg I w2s ready to mnke ny entringa Carson buttonholel me. "Listen, Sy, he
addd, "I wont you to sreck U LDongt mum'bfe. Your piirt is smll but it iz firort:t
that the sudience he'r whot you s4, so spetk up. und keew your shield on your -
stge 'm to @ve them the full ocnefit of ycur gell nt verrior's ysiac. "

I ignored the onrenam "nld 3id ~11 I was told e it felt pretty good. I cno off
fired vith cnthusinap——rerh™is this wis the start of - new cthreer, Still in thig
ool I told tiss .nerson that I weg ging to Y 2w~y with tne circul.r ttrio. \iieh
w.s most un~Ran::n, anl wis ging to mke 1 Prover semi-cylindric:l chicl, &he
thoucht that would be very nice "nd sgreed rother lugubriously to mcko zio - noxt of
twmic d sidrt to wenr, I coulc sce my p<rfomance being descridbed as o 1itile
€@" In the school mngrhzine.

On the big night I got down to the sciocl erly nnd smugglod my shidll into the
“regaing rooma. iiost of the other boys werc thére 2lready verring their tosca ~nd
atomping their feet with the coll, it wis November snd the dressing rocas -.cxu like
gloay iceboxes. Our orecths filloi the tlree »ith ~ faint fog.

~Zter sonme enquiries 1 found that Misg .nierwn bed left my outfit in = noger
bg in & cupboard, I brought it out, took off 2y clothus uni then discovere. to oy
borror tact Migs unierson's iden of - Rom'm soldder's uniform wes © grey il tudng
with thin shoulder stra;s mad a phunging nectline. I rut it on and found thnt it
efme down Jugt far wough to cover oy taumks and no more. ‘hien the shout of layiter
went vy from the othgre I -eveloped © gne~king suspicion thnt Miss .nicrson hod
Evan ur trring to make “nything nnd hod given me :n old pecticont. Mavk uitory bo-
gen tollcing in 2 nigh pitched voice, proiding mc with his rubber éogeer md findly
tded to ake me weltz vith him, I wrs stved by the arrival of Carson.

"Unhond thet mriden, Jinrcus antsnius,” he snil, Carsan lovol to usce dha ol fom
of' “onis rnd nrpus—hc vrg n sort of yelcptononite. ludkily, =8 the 11y w5 ~bout
to coomence, he h~l no time for further coment on oy costme \nu I aul_enly fomnl
nyself 2lone in the dressing room. I cecided not to wit in tre wings 1dtl: the oth-
ers "nd alumel down in 0 comer to it gy tum.

-n hour lnter, vhen it ceme, I had tumed ~ mottled blue vith touches of burune
Ay nere nnc there. I vag ;rnctically wunable to speck. Getting throush tho erush in
the wings wls easy; 1 just kept jutting my h— on tCre 2ms ani the crovk melted
cefore me. It wrs - bit like the scene where ‘u~airodo frigntens the people :ping
up the c~thedrnl steps.

¢Contimued =t foot of next prge.)



JEFT walSHEL, 6 Beverley Ploce,
Lerchront, NY. =+ T\2s 2 cold
Saturdny moming G youra trnuly
wag parc at vork, trying to cake
the electriec blonket yield al]
its strength to help pe contime
Dy long anoozae. Inen a thoucht
gnaved throwh ry frozen mind.
hiedl. &a4l1. It vos tine fr the
il to cors.

The thought grov in [ale), )
hunger., It gvelled until it
had to became real.

I hud to gaet the ocil,

It vag a4 hot fire in iy nind.
It grevs until it dlottoed out
all olse, It vog tn obacaaiom,
like tann: locves, It vz gome-
thing thet hae to be dame.

I jediod tho overs off,
1liftwd my turue tetcoles elaur
of the bal cn® slovly slithorald
to the floor. with ovex: glob
of strength I 1littc: :grsclf up-
right 2nd oozel forord. Athin
five minutes, vdidth ico cxystals
fcring on ¥ arestrlks, I grew

= aviire of the numoas of tho
door, In ny exciteuent, I dHan't flox round & seatter rug =ni parts of ne gilatt-
:;*_{'E:l “round tho room. mut it was &ct the mail or fretze trying. I roised o tantacle,
~41," I uttered in my hest hpan sere¥., ".8il," cy voice box/trmalntor slobb-
erew. I rerchod tirouwh the Lor, crelessly puncturing o mailinm. But it vog there.

The ri2i). I aintegmtes bills, folcers. I crushed boxes, erates. ind them I
founc it, Hyrkemd

T toxe it opan. Thare, Hyphen. THEw—the WEAT? The Saturdsy wvaiing Post? TRICKED

I wert into the pst mnd destroye. Vulean, s-uching it into tateroide, theraby
chnging the future., I tumeit to the rest of the nal. Inae wms the recl phin.,

This ig tho mezing, fntugtic wdrdi mé rl:mct-shaking saga of :y first cantuct
vith "<". T hope 1t wi)) not be the last. € ile tco. I heven't sean 2 Jotter 1ike

tolu for yeurs. wherc have you been since Plimet Stories folded?} OVER

e = gl kel et ol o it Tl S PI0_ _

--------- ~  _iis subgeription to_life run cut.” - - -=Then ZFerry _
——> Somehow I gt onto the stage, huskea my tvo lines sbout the aprm~ch of sore 2y,

ent ren off, I found out afterwamig from boys who hau been thare itn thoir =frents
that 1 hed earried ry huge semi-cylinaricel ahield on oy wvnstngo om and, o8 well

- %¢ mot hearing me, the mudience hadn't wven ) ze. Into the bergein I tms shiver-
1ng s0 such that the flebgy point of oy spear a1l alrost leapt off the stidk.

Beok in the threng Isaw Corson bearing dovn me with a look of unbricle: totrod on
ks free, 1 clapred my hands over By temples, gwe a espd ring uhingor and clewd
Ly vy into the dressing room. I threw on Cy trousers and aiP joeket over uy o stuze
g fled through nother uoor, '

ihe next @Ay in class Curson didn't 8 €8 tc z€. liow thaut I think of it, I Jdcnt't
¥elicve ho ever apoke to pe tgedn, -';;

A



U= il e

Lozt 0 Pellingtan .. Reltedirsd ee- It's inteessting s IFR o buo ol
Li, Y syys. I beve two of n.135. Ferbnps there i: some secrst omns woin on. in

mich wetaldly some lucky rerticipent gets o whole cxtra Hyphen: = aui o 'Hoapy

nL e

»aziliea'. (o, at therc eoy be sone undcreover rocket going on thong oy atoLl of
colictera, 2'11 wetch it.)...Cne thing I want to #ak you: in the mimitoc of the SRLC
wttllie dateriala Paral rceuntly, it poid . .kr. Lewis repertod thot tho 38:37 woa
ccnducting lindted tests on vactus tulted ensts...”: 1 didn't know thit you ur,vd
mutel, or wi:atever nctallursiata do? €It waan't pe-—I1 woulun't koot 'm iron mne
‘ron o nolo in the ground., It muct be thnat BVF who vorks in on iron foundry..d

-acaie ercer, 434/4 Newnxk nd., s.Hykahm, Lincoln. =+ H22
=xacived ml to hmd :nd like thet, enclosed plerso find five
oobavorth of copdid stuiica of sxotic 7ozmhood. (These urt
stuldcg, in goliur, avadleble te sorious stuicnta. Sent on
nlnin '.'.rq\pol‘a.;

LT South Gatc dees got it ngrin in 2010, it meang thot it'e
trking wp o Contrnl yeer, In which ciee, it lo~st two intor
palistions fro— outailde Rorth amorier rxe tequirci. Two, five,
2r rny tultinles of throo withir resson, rlus two, Takdn: it
=t two, vellington 2t Contury's Turmm crn chtwiously bc ona of than; ooybe we eon
-t another British lisrldeor after all. $¢ih'nc modncss so=cone wrkel: thet out.
Guod 01! wrchic. But h~ve you 21lowel for Guy Pards ir '637)

Jonadi Fremson, 6543 Habecd: wve., N.Hollywood, C-1, =+= Tnc let-
ser colum scamed t compleint Goynrtcent, until I reclisal you
probibly cui out tho cgobe:. Bew unhe=lingli<s emn you ~ut?

I don’: thint thers is m actud luck of gpod sf m-torisl for
fonzings, or eavan of m cudiencce for it. It's just thot oM
eonc concs ldeng who emn write it well, ke is Jdscourned oy
the clizour of the fma, md instcad of eonmtimdng his gerious
or sacncefictional writing, he cdanmaxs to cor> famigh ntufy.
Onc gpod cxziple of thig is Bob Linm; witmess his erdsivs) mut
controvarsicl nrticlc in Imgide 52, Mnen therv is the sf minded writer of 1¢3s ox-
piricnoe vho will itpove 4f meourngol. but wno wll rever et iecur-mmen’ Syen
<hie frng, Ml so will cithor tum nround maé wridi: mzlirus famig gtuf?, fox vhic:
nc ic ot fitted, or quit vriting for fazincs ~ltoocthoer. Toug scnfuirdty t3na.
< you hwwe tc explain te neefmsa wiy there oo = af frnzincs, ~nd to fonlom dy
there 2ro no nwfrns. (fou hvo a couple of mo@ points therc, Don, kit T wouln't
awve thousht it wng foir to sty thnt sericue £ writers are Hscour-gel ty the
'elwour' of fons, I'd v thouent it wns mther by thar rolnativo silanece, hushea
v moI in the ceee you oention by the et tast Ingide docan't print leticrs of
comunt, If there is the good paderinl wné the reosptive mmdience, the £~izh fma
orC quitce sdlling to 1ot the latter noournge the forscrs it's tho pres ond tho gon-
lous fone who ercet the chromiuo-platid ant~din.)

/ /
=04y Young.1l Bucns Victe Fx., Cacbridge 40, 1{ras, =+= Dob Shaw's M/%
letter contrincd the remsak "pot nade smy mor: intercstine hy their /I
Lpehrant lack of intervat in eoncubines cte.", vhick 1'a lik: to (8
ove explmined. ind if toere 2w my sxtr: concubincs 1ying oround
tir md going to weste over there, i'd &ladly oxshiange vrozincs =
for thoo—suppoaing I huve sny rrecinas of rmy intcrest to thc o
nresent owners of wmuscd concubincg. In fact, tha wmolo thing ,
scunds highly unlikely, I mcan, who cver heard of < umised conaabine? RS
«&n sorfett, 10202 Bllcicr, owvney, Crlif.=e« Snow s~ic very woll. tut I don't *hink
wlio gareon faudista, tha music swobs, tho'e~=toc 'orty' types cte vill crove cut
the trufon spirits, For on: thing they just Jon't mix as wcll in the famigh nicro-
com =nd, ne they have in the pist, vill face =wmy & doop out abru:tly or moturc
cnouph fo-lecrn thot rands: is - hodblhy, thet hoboics ~re for fum, ~nd taot onc emn
intciarrte wd thout loaing onc's pcrsonzlity.,




Bricn Jerdwm, 86 Piccadilly Rd., BPumlcy =+= Ro the remirka on nofon underatmniing
th¢ noru esotcric mnga: I had sonc troublc =t first but a fow helpiul lctiors froo
Tocchor Bamett soon hnd ne en tha Tru Pu:th. .nd as most other fincda don't nind
doing thc a”nme thing for =n intiriatcd noo, the only problam is, ~rc thc noos going
to bt intureated? Well in a rccent letter fyoo one of the young BSrl. intro's. I
found "..I wis m:zed to find 1 serious theologic~l discussion in one of the nognz~
ines". und while scver~l have comnented on the 1nck of af in finz, rll of than h'wao
dso cdaed that it didn't detract from their enjoyment of the orgs. indood ono pot-
ntial foone didn't think rmeh of NuFu, but found the leas screon zinca intorcsting
nd ctiroetive ete.... I woa horribly dis—ppointed to find that 'gofin' hod such a
mmdoro ordgin, 1'd hed the impression thot it had juast appearcd out ¢ thin nir,
like archie Mercer »t thc Brumeen (he secned to eror up everyuhare, but avarywherc).
(-_QE rir? archie?) - e

Bobert Bloch, Bex 362, boymuweg:, Wisc.=+e latcdy I find ryself o -
afforing from insomnie, especinlly in the daytime, e

+a & rcgult, I resort tc 211 acrta of devices for lulling qy- &
self to sgleep-—toking Lmdamm, hitting myself over the hesd g
with & hrumer, rending Byphan (te. Sometimes I & to bed and ~
count sheep, tut the docamed things keop wriggling all cver tho . %
rillow. Usunlly it's ersier to just mrke up oent~l catalogues;
43 moviea sterring Buster Koaton, 1712 cotion picturca rma tv
;1°ya in vhich the sheriff or dotoctive, after eapturing the
7illdny tums to his eidcs nnd says, "Tcke him ewgy, boys'—
or gioply a 1iat of the 10,0C0 frma I hatc thc most.

‘hc other night, or da, 2a the o%ec may bo (I forgot to tell you tict for som
timo now I hven't opened my eyes nt =ll, becruse therc's nothing to sco cnywy mt
tv or billa) I got back to ™ old nctien of nine...doing : cagting job an an imog-
inrry film which would eclubrete some of the highlights of British fondon, I cculd
8t it & clonrly with my eyes closcd—rmd, cxce to think of it, thot'ag the view
ing mcthod I'd recomend to any cudience if tho filo were ever proauced.

Firat, of courso, there'd be :: flnsh of thrt big nked alob—1I Lsgunae ho'a Arth-
ur fank's brother-in-luw—taldng 2 whack at the big gomg with a ghoodminten bot,
Then the title, filling the acrecn; OLD MOTHER RILZY VELTS THE WHESLS OF 18, or I
waS A TEENAGE GrORGE CBARTERS, or whatcver seama like - box office lure. Them, not-
urclly, comca the cast lineup. Tentetivcly, minc rend samnthing like thia:

A,

;'\“ -

V~altor w.\llis.......Sir alce Guirmess arthur C.Cloxka,......Emcst Tnealger
{deleine Willia,......Kny EKendrll Shirlqy kE-rriott......Hemiona Gingola
fhe Willia Kids........The «arx Hroa. Ken Bulreor...........:Potor Ustinov
(in drng, of courso) Pamela Bulmor....... .Potcr Ustirov
Cruck Harris...........Richerd Henrmo (he's very veractilco ond likos
BOBAShWE, &l bt & ...Donis Price . ch-llenging mlcs)
Sdie Shaw.............Sonis Dreadel * fon BopEetES o ek g Lrurance Olvicr
Erio Frepk Ruasell.....Wilfred Hyde-whitc George Cherters..... ea, E.¥ntthcen
Todiibb Jais. s il .Robert Morley Nom:n Wanaborough....Nool Corcrd

So for, so good. But thc trouble is there arg so nmy .nglofons I've acver et
nor secn in cleer photogrepha. Perhaps you en eaat Joy & Ving Clarke ~nd S~ady
Srnderson (in o seenario I did for Irmuando I've 2lrcady mugacatod for thesc threc
Dcborch Korr, Drvid Niven :nd Sir Cearic Berdwiekc), the sshworths (Herbart Wilcox
& annc Neagle?}, Jrmea Whito ¢Nomen Wisdan?), Sid Birechhy (G rge Smdcra?), Bobhy
#ild ¢Tosaic 0'Shea?), Eric Bantcliffe (C.aubrqy Smth), Terry Jeovos €Eric Bloxa?),
fom & In~ Shorrock {the lunts?}, Prul znever (demard Milea?) :md o mnogele of
others. y f

Seturnlly, shen I had brought matters thia for, I began to congider on icerienn
film ond the clst begwn ecerging..... 1 7



dob Tucker... . ........Lce J.Cobb Forrugt ~ckem-~n.....Konon igmn
Do .Gremncll,,.....Teb Buntor Carl Brndon.........Little Ricird
about this tinc'I renliged thnt theae actors, while very competwnt in thair roles,
wero siaply not box office. So in = fit of cormercialian, 1 added:
S Hoskowitz.........Rodt Hudson Do Kyleoeeeaeonsoo o Dovid Niven
Gertrude al,CArr.....Brigittc Bardot

Taia of coursc neccaxitated some chuanges of plot. Originally I'd thought or using
the WSFS hossle ond feud, pointing out a sort of historia par=llel to tho wr of
‘hu Hoges. But 2a it now atnnds, the whole atory revolves rmound the efforts of
grour of dedicated ond hercic fana to tuild n tower of used contraceptivon to the
ioon. (Tho Effcl Tower?) .

If you hiye.~ny ideas on the subject I'd cuch rporeciste your kaeping thas to
youreolf., Mormehile, thenks for Hyphen -nd remembar to aupport your loctl chxtor
of tho IR..

-y other readers with cuata in their eyc might ac: thei.:
wy to sugpesting nctors for othor roles, such £a Boyd RAaebumn,
Torry Carr, Ron Ellik (er, itr.Disncy?), Bob Laran, ete., in-
cluding thet of Robert Bloch himself. (rhatever haprened to Bala
Lugnai?))

Horry Worner, 423 Summit <ve., Hogerstown. iid. o+= This Hyphen wce=2
finidly put into @y mind the neme of the hrori gt vhan I'd been _f‘
thinking monymously ~bout whenever I remd scmething by Bob Leman. g

1:'s Ring Loxdner. Now n11 I muat do is fizure out vhy Lenan reminds r—_
rG of Lordnor, becusu there nre few obvious points of reaeoblance: Bob :
acean't indulge in diclect or hido swogery bchind the surf-cing of hunor or 1rite
“oout re-l folkey people tho live next door. Guessing, mot ennlysing, I'd soy thot
it invalves sinilaritica in the vy the amtences nre put together, the eormon h-b-
ic of 'miting even the briefer itens in plot forr, 'md 7n inposing chility tc cim-
itelige on tho effectivencas of the underatataent.

If South Gets agrin In D10
- |scys :dive through the yoora
i|it might tum into = gruosone
# |thing. Most of ua will oc bo-
“ [tween 7O & 90 by thrt tine,
; axcept thoge who howo diod
in the noantine, -nd tho
firat few yenrs of thc cont-
ury will seo & griz mec
2gaingt timc and decth s o
attaapt to sty ~livo long
wmough to sce thc Socond SG
Convention. But it might kogp
rlive « lot of frus who would
othordgo have dicd content
becruse thoir provious life
~bition—gecing ntn rucch
thc plancts—h24 bowm ~ecox-
plishcd soancr thon rayono
h:d forescen. ii~nttoxr of fhct,
*hon I thought I waa dying back in February fronc & hord attnck of flu, I could think
Just enc obacssing thought, thet it wns a pity T couldn't live just the fou nccose xy
voora tn meo apreg trevel conme into rerlity. and only ten yecrs ago, I would hovo
“hooght I had enly & 50-50 chonee of still being alive ~nd non-scnile vhen tant
~vent occurrcd

] .
CAVCHT HiM clLim@ing THE WIRE | SANS WE "
WANTS To cHiCiin ouT OF TUAS by TER SPACL' DEAL




Lougs fAarris, ‘Carolin', Lake ive., Hainhom, Essex =+a
Therc woa no check naxk in the little box to invite me
ta corment, but you'lY get ny orude untutored opiniona
onyvey. I hove a campleint to moke. Hardly have I tumed
ny back on fandom before the jacknls ere bafouling the
thrine. "Cmck Harris is Obadioh Bip", bleata Terry Caorr. '
(Piffle and poppycock, every trufrn knows I never hed a
carel. )EI don't got thiss who was spoculating about your
sex 1ife?) "Cmeck H-rris is Penalopc Fondorgrste”, sorcrma s = | /
Bobhie %ild (md Kyle would heve sucd her for for less.) TR
"Chuck Herris locks like Robert Bloch," says Joy Knthlcen Clerke, (e vicious lie if
there avor was one: the truth of the maitor is thet Robert Rlock locks liv%a ng).

hind you, I am not protesting., I stride ~wry proudly into the sunact -nd imorc
tho jackals. by mum s3ys "aticks and stonea will break your boncs, but nmmece will
novar rt me," end none of this carping sewn were gver imwortolised in THE V. RGO
STATTEN M.GuZINE (Vol.1, No.3) like I woa. .=

Aut this lateat atteck ty EFR is a different mpatter. Slur me ~md I on't cven
proteat, but wetch your mouth when you talk about my Ford anglic., "L mobila 1lztrine”
s7ya Eric (or Little Bolittle) -nd if there wis sny justice in this -orld it'd be
raining thunderbolts like orzy in his rurml slum right now. Thia poor bloody pro-
vinciel wouldn't recognisec an eutonobile without - mm with o rod fleg vnlliking
“hend of it nd, vhen it cones to driving provioss, gkt him vhy his cverloving wifo
“giastcd on & bhrasock in front of each pAascnger seat so tn:t tho vietina econ =-ke

"eo with their nakor (no pun intendod, Eric's getting old) befpro ho shuts his
<’es ond changes into top goar,

= Al e The Lnglia, I'1l heve you knox, is no ordin~ry ho~p. This

= 18 8 ren]l cnthusiast's cer. Smre, the 2ceclcrrtion ian't
— ~]11 thet wonderful, and tho apringing ~nd brekces lowo sonc
. thing to be dcaired, but whan it comcs to csacticls the sn—
» glia just.can't be inproved on. Every singlc onc of than
. concs with a superd binch-type anog aent in tho recor (ocolot
covers rre cxtre, but they'rs wcll worth tho axpensa) thet
hna ncver bean betvered by Rolls Royca, lerecics banz or
nybody. as I stid, an enthugiant's eor, No cim-rests, mo
tgh-triys, no flover-viges, no picnic triys: juast & snog
aect with ocelot covers.

You were snying Eriec.....?

"“:td-Social Notas" wns the best Tenple I've scen yet, nd thae =pteat titled.
Es, incidentally, is back Sren Dencacua #g:in. He surfaced briefly in Tha Globe
i2at Thursday, but is off to Ceylon agnin tomorrow. I wish mow I'd cpaken to hin &
touched the hem of his grment bofore hc lef* us— lut you know how brief th-t
~irmring elip-is, and I don't really ‘acw hinm A te thet well,

Ien R.icsulay loaks promising. "S® ihdtRcr Now" indecd!

EFR ordo ne laugh out loud twice before I even &t to the corol, out it would
h~ve helped 1f he'd told the rest of the story too...Nncy Yko s in chrrge of a
group of international partieana in thc South of Frmec. During the cvanings it be-
cna ¢ sort of tradition that the voriocus notionzlitiea would get up ad sing fcr
tho roat, The british semg "God Save Tho King", thu Freneh “Lo finracdlloisc”, the
Drnea "wunderber Kfpenliwm" ote ete. Two iericana werc dropzad to join the grcup
i, unfortunataly, neither of tham eould rcaaubor what canc 2ftor "the rocket's
rod glare”, nd they hed to atey rutc during the gdngsongs. Lfter aono tinc thay
put thadr hcads together and found they did h~ve ono acng in cormon. Thot night, and
overy folbang night, thgy wnited their tum and then stoed up, antpnod to attant-
=™, md gae their all to "Uncle George and auntio Nabel", whilst ~11 tho rcat of
e group (opart frcm the British contingent) boligved it to be the ameriecn ~nthan.

Te ne, it's inericans 1ike that zho pnke up for Gert Carr mmd Generel Horatnd, 19
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4 mind L

= ‘enchpers!, 23€ Que M., london SEld, +=+ That wag a fim (ngr

to BEryan Welbm—rether 1ike o tizer coughing in the night. I renaber then I first
ome up ozalnst Tanzines, I wes interceted in the csotoriss but felt it needad too
mdh offort ty got :in, It soe li'e pésging cn open door wherddn & crowd of girangers
on firs: nmd terns foong thavgelves oresjeking abcut one enother, In thot sense I
rthor think the between-stvle fenzine hes its usée oa an introductory method,

Bob's lctter (Bob Shiw, you .ut in thg ccrridor. OK?) is food fer thcurht. Thero
“Ie olwiys 'gocd old divs' of c.urpe, viewoa from a time when sundry wnplesgont-
nesoos arc forgottan and we Just runember the mocd thirgs, Sixth Foodn (1951/2),
viich is Bob's 'goldan doys', caught By cf us uith nothing mach to do cxcopt fan
in our epare time; leck At thoso vl 've minca ncquired wives, heuses md other re-

spensibili

ties, ineluding B-b himgcdf. I think his camplaint 18 thet fons enrry a

snse of rospcmeddility, of ~ sort, inte fauming with them now, instend of fuming
purcly for fun, ad I guess "the short mswer isthat if fms nre intorcated in

Jnzm, st
“herd md

ntiun-9U mnd the suinz ~f ecnc of tacdr mnbcr, aa they'll just go
discuss thcn. I'vo never hoare of 2 good uncrcusg piece being; bouncod by

a f:nod; tho frult lics nat in fanicr, dear Xb, hat in cursclvos,

——-————-—-—--———-—--~-—--——-.—qu——-—qn—--—
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Rlohepa Frav, 417 Fort But Rosd, demdrie, Va. 4= Hyphen 22 to hand with
credits o atam for rauembering not to put broad arrows in US convicts' rpiment.

2. the

ram't hon wmtil 1959 it can't be her”

o ':-E"i.'
sohol. .
.e'%23 Q
gpeciran

it coimg

cover symbel, explanation or mot, quite baffleg pe: as Nicole {Clarke)

] Z.2 fit of tentruna, (The editor of

Fomeyelopoedia af il pecrle is entitled to an explanation. The covar

< deoonetratian that of fang ue still at lengt lock at the covers of ASF

1ather datod el lusion -to mla hoops.d...Bill Temple's article wos o #pod
“- *he ‘ype wo should iavent = nme for: 'slice of life' it is pot, Wt
~ 56 akind of writing a- pop’ar in fanden that callings it '‘artielc!?

-8 barlly alogoute, Midercocnreourt'is too lcagthy, ths perhaps eccurcto, cnd.

Fansine

than o3 a subepceies of fm®cticn would be too eruel, A1l richt, lot's

wll han favidrar that ig, 'nik( rce) ort)s' spclt backrmrds, Puture ncea
enrop sp

vii) of

course corrup! this to 'Perkina’ and soerch the archives veirly for an

innginory mathor nened Perking weo wmte in the conre. Scmo crtorpriging tut un-
sarpdens fellew vill forge a oma or s of tho Fen Writingn of Ermagardc Per-

ting ond
idenzo o
Wil et

scll tham at genlper prices bofcre truthleving fene find there's ng cv-
f their gadinencss. 411 Tondom will bao plinged intc ver, Civilisation
ter ns hydrogen warherds nre uxchangoed by opposing fections. Blozing zap-

73 vill ley weste the citics of Earth. .11 beemise i411icm F.Taiplo wroto »

“Bi-pagn

T macing Arthar C.Clrree..,Tample, WYy in holl didr't you lomwo well

‘aough 3lcne?

I eant

t help fecling that the 1nuat Ving eodd have dano would heve bean to bo

-reated by Peul Hermet and Bthel L nasay, though if my memory is corroct ond Hom
D.Ct 1s on obstetrician certain prerocuisites vould hawe bom adcwnrd if ot domn-
ridit iopossidlo T toeit dic 2t the got-cut-of fandon-mui-moet-nomnl-folks

-INo wng
Sircly

much aprrecinted of course.
the Gostetnar people have that oix-figure counter for totzllin;: mms an

o lf‘.l:‘gg production? [—i'.*ljr?;lv

#

~4ls Wills, PORox 244, Corewoll 4FB, Toxns. eie I've not had oy quiet

restful
T gusa gince my ecnseience took over agpdn, I feel cduty bound to sy smmothing to

ok odd

fer that sands mc his zine tut just saying "I liked your zinc vory mch"

can't Toally gladden ths hoest of the editor as much as sone moro wibty roply
Lt, fros it dooe, bt ovan better to soy which things you liked mad vhy. )

>,
— ol o

Jaoten

a:cers for 21l Parker's senadble a'Hee to the noofen.
» Ro® o I bo murc that £.74nd Clacke is not really Sid Rirchty? €Asc Joy.)



alop Zlpg. fte 1 Box 159, Ln Cemtor, Ey. =+= jioybe it wes Just the lotter eobpm
th:t ruined it 211, 'nd mybe you o't help th:t. Why must people got so marious
~bout thin;;s? You'r: being infiltrited by peopla whic give n damn, ond thot ia bed,
especinlly for people like me, who didn't give « dum when I w2g intcrcstod in the
atirety of fndar, '‘nd renlly don't now tomat I peintcin no conticts axccpt rording
Hyzhan. .aybo I shoulan't look for you to Apply me with a ganeral s~tirc -nd puns
nd geintill :ting lettcer-columna argezing, but 1 do...I just don't lixz it -hem
:eoplo start gotting concemcd sbout ¢-ch other, or sbout whethor scicnec fiction ia
liter2turce, or whetuver. flook #hc's giving . u'mn now...:nd, bay, whet'a thia?)...
1 ctn renamber times when I got srofoundly :ngry at . Saturday Ravie:r or Lodios Home
Joum<l uriter vho a:dd inaimating things -:bout the lwvel of writing in af., In the
lnat threc or four yers 1've founa thee am.zingly correct. I tried ro~ding: Sturp-
con's 'Bicner's Ennds' last weck, ~nd could Lordly wdthstand its crudity to the wnd.
I don't thinr this is due to fny immat: litortry supcriority in mysclf; I just wond-
or wncther some of the puople vibe dofemd af cg literaturc h ve triod rocently rond-
ing Dostoovaly or Prouat for reding'y a:ko-—or, mors recently, Jomeés ..goo's . Dezath
In The Frumly or aven Kcroure's The Dharmt Aums, ridicdous ¢ag it is in grots. Paoy~
1: vho con wrnita have, in gmnaml, better things torwritc :bout th-n scicnco fictian:
or claso thqy vritc it so that it isn't sf rny morc.

t-lon, moct Ving Clrrke. Docs myone think thet if I ot moru lctters litc
Bloch's I wouldn't print thar? I wouldn't 2rguc vith you about Bichoc's fends, which
¥wia 1 som to remmber rojected by most of tae mngizines (202 quite richtly too) un-
til 1t untccountably won n contest in the British Argogy. In 'y ensc it vant't of.
But vho nrg those people you acom for reprasenting af na greet litarcture? I woula
h'vc thought the whole point of af is taat it docan't hawe to be litornturo ta bz
vod or ita kind—1t ¢ have the vimc enthuginstic gincerity es & trevel or mount-
‘dnecering beok written by ~n unscilled h'nd, ~na if you h:pren to be interested ir
Arenture th't for yom is ~ Groat Book. Sf is - sort of intellectu~digod dventurc
fiztion, using ~dventure in its full sence, "nd for those who like intellcetutl ~d-
venture 2ld von Vogt, vho cwn't 'varite' for toffeo, is better reading thon old Fv-
odor frd iarcel rolled into onc. (und therc's sn interesting ocollebortion.’ Tho
vbgle troublo with the ficld nowdiys is too much pscudo litcriturc or m-chinc-n~do
alidmeas "nd not enough 8ut-up--nd-go. 'Restruined' vriting is 11 very xll, when
thoro, ig osomcthing there to b reatrined.} smm

Jolm Gromr. 54 Berrymore St., Evarton Pk.,
Brisbmo.=+: inti-Socinl Notus s vory
Z0d ovn if I don't belicve - womi of it.
I he@ Clarko here for ter ~nd the usul

cte ©nd 211 he did vng read through my
stode of fenzincs., So phoogy to W.Twmple
Z83. He stretchcas the truth, or it Just
oould bc thrt he never wemt the =i ght

vy to kecp 4CC quiot. Toll him to try © 08
kooming - atack of fmzincs Jjust ingdde

the front door whorc 4CC w41l £11 over
tham. They must be recent iasucs, he
scormnod “nything over six months old.

Lo you think I should prtoent thig?

€So tint's vy Arthur goes to australizt)
i1l nzva to ¥moek off nmow to memorian

tht ErR cpic to the tune of Hark The R
Hornld ungels, for our fortheaming Sund-~y
School coneert, It should be guitc 1 sue- i - o
Caua, only hopo my veice will do it justica, ... I HAD CLARKE WERE FOR LE5*E) 2‘|




i

iz Favnk ifussall, Choshire =+= As a 5£t tall 1001ba bulwark-
swleiial 5434 tu nt on' a4 lending=barge nearing Ocnha Beach,

"Checr up, you bagtnrd—we're all approaching bloody dissolut-
ion". I rcscnted thig nt the tine becrusol the dizdimitivao warme
ior ked just filled his britches by way of antieipatiorn.) Und—+-'*
crmeath the ned lmghter I dotect a long md solid atroak of % *N\G
scdness munning steadily thru A22 fram breck to front. Or onybe \ ',5
it'a from front to back. No mattern—it's there just tho samo. .
Ingide Covoernge mkea 2 hall of a fine start by staring at pne with the lurt gyes
of n'castmated spaniel whilo indulging in mmdlin odddle-egod mmblings ~bout «hat-
used-to-vas and what-night-have-bacn. Shaw's retum—possibly a mejor cotostrephs
—1g ercotod with tho sentincntal relicf of «n aged spinster recovering hor lost
tanent. mob Lanan's piece 18 1 reprint—muat be becaune I dono yoed it vofore. He
did—I sent hic the X8 aftor stencdlling it in the hopo of wotting . printsble re-
action. Other proa note tho effectivanoas of his counter-pioy.} VC clinbs up to
the orxk snd than lepsca into sadness as ho contenplntca NY litigotorn. show gives
loynl aupport aa ho ort. with exceptions hore end thore, thc laottars hrvo o ard or
sorious ring, laddng the crisp crackla of & fandom happily uncvere of ccononic
criscs, il bomba, locust swarrs, poo;lc fror. South Dekota, rurel privics ond other
hozrrig of cxistance.

By this I don't noan H22 a-olls likc 2 4-lottcr vord. No, nc,
not at all. I ncan it's differmnt, sduanly, otriocusly, ident-
ifinbly and undeniahly differcnt. Its funmineas is now undor-
lined by a sort of occleoainsticnl solamity like th~t of cn
_ 'ES' frchtdshop straining on his thundommug. §€You hove tho cdvmnt-

X 4 V/ rge of me, sir.)} Scmowhere back of all this, I susrcet, is a
renlization thnt tempus is fugzing clong like drxzis's Phord.

\*There's a touch of, “we nrc¢ old Frtaer 7illirm. Our subscrib-

€ers arc bearded and toothlesd. Our renders 2rc b-lé ol paun-

M chy. Our funo f'na eorc'marmas end soon to be zZr-mdaarmes. 01d
St

pleesurcs hrve beecame chorea, while formor chores &rc now
" ploasurca. liypban rolls incxorably on to—tut, 0 God, :horc
{ will ‘it all lead to, whorc will it all leal t0? zh? Tcll us
that1" (Nothing wrac then tho-oxpiration of their subseript-
ions, wo trust.} !

Sthel Lindsey, Cource Housc, 6 Langley ive., Surbiton, Surray
=+= Very glad to heor thot Bob & Sedie 2rc rcuming to yoa, T 2
wrs so sorry to heer thoy wure living in Bolton. I ms once ° :
oifered a very good job in B lten, but whan I pontioned it to
Fronces €Evans) she ahot it down in flames., "Bolton}" she 3
screcmoed, "You con't g to Bolton, itfa full of dingy streots
full of dingjcr poople", ‘end.she kept on r‘épenting "Bolton"
in such sonthing accentg that I oentally eringe ncv: vhencvor i W &
I heor it centioned. I don't think I'd even derc prsc through i@ Froees _;-..-"
the place. PO SRS T (o

*hot ig thia strange power you hiwve over i F.Tanple? He writes for you 2nd mo
onc. alae. Iy theory is that he has a morbid dclisht in your purming ctilitios....I
don't lmovi-why you find it = problen where to put bits of chocolate. In -~ tin ow-
side tae bed of course! I hive 1 table beside tho bed. It contrins my wirolcss, bod-
12mp,” cloek, ~ahtrqy, ligeter & cignrcttcss on the shelf below is thc chocolate
tin, 1ast weck's paper from home atill unrcad, s pile of fmz to mswer, o~ pilo of
Fodffer cortoona I can't beer to throw awdy, o torch in casc ‘thc lighta fuso, 2
tolophané to lot mo know if tho hospital goes cn fire and a Primer of Public .dnin-
1stretion. I cowld say, therc arc other things to do in bed bosides slecp, but oen
ARt you could do with a 1linc like thatt (You still hmven't cxploined how to find the
caocolatc in tho derk without knocking it onto the flocr. I'va finclly deeided that
dat X noed ia luminous (qr floorian't) choooletc.)




Zsoond Ademy Gyea, the Zamond adans), 433 locust ive.SE, Iuntsville,. Alobns —4o I
noto that I v.a one of the few especially &gked to writec s letter. Golly Geah Geo
aow Golly, Sir, if I rcay. 1 also note that I wag one of .the few specielly chocked
off as heving 8 dead subecription, toc. Golly Gee God Dmm wow Crep, Sir.

Guoas thct means I'11 heve to sand some more dém ole 'Merican dollars, Ho Boy.
Or onc, onywey. I'll try to sempe onc up.to sudl along. I'd redlly thin': thet
you'd wont to koep sending mc your little zine free, I mowm sinco . .= =
ofter 1l I ¢ Es hduzs, author of The tnchanted Duplicitor and -

The Herp Stuteaside =nd a1l Tize Big Fclla and like that; your -
Zine's pretty good, I nean, kid, but cnly =fter years oan
onc come up ~dth sonething like ROCK, like. Tch.

I hit strango atmiks these days. It's this buming
. tropical aun, and tho slow tropic:l drip-drip of Zd
Cox blonkdng (Read Brillig if you're out after
thrills, boy. I go in for ¥un For The Ranily type
clean entertaining vit. Nobody secns to like it rmel.)

Johnny Anutz, ‘'llons Varme', Gultrin Park, Bray, Co.widclow, Irelend —+-'Tha cthor
day the BEC 'Tonignt' team werc in Brey; as I scooterad up the main stroct I -zwed
to samebody whaz I thought I kncw very vell. One mmdrg. yards later T bried wth

& frotm—some pecple have b brarea, som.have discs, but frowng are moro rclinble
in wet wonthor—the gentlanan to whon I hug vaved wvas alan whicker, rovirg roporter
and nn “hout Howedi dencdng girls, who dddn't know re from hdam. (I um2lly wecr o
fig loof ‘on oy scocter.) I knew him so wel} ena yet the relationship wng oro-sidod..
In coro or less the same ocategory, &o a hrble member of the teaning milliions of aa-
oAgs, 1'm starting this first lettar to a ENF..

Those suven Slunts and 18 hyphena you lant us vierec &n
eyeopmer to vhat.-we had been nissing in the yonrs viem ve
only read pmzinues. This letter, by the wy, is boing writ-
.. ten with my left foot ¢z foctnote?) beenuss I hed to locowve

* tvwo ams and @ 1cg 88 scairity bafore Ian o uld laet than
out of hias grasp. 4nd he ringa up from time to tine to
ke sure I @n not ual ng slicea of bicon Ba & booimyir:,(lhat
ocould b rasher?) I'm mot sure whether fimdor is 2 ghoddam
hobby or &4 way of life, but it neers tb = a3 type of nind
vhich likes the of fbcat, iy former roam-oete in mlliogo is
a keen ormithologist and geta fen megazines obout W rda: no,
3 not L~ Vic Parisiane, things like The Meoting Call of the

s o Lessar Spotted Glebe: tut they scem to be ull ncrean cfforts.

“nd 7y yourg brotuer gets lots of books om angling and Seromoual ling but thay 211
tuke thauasolvas very seriously. I think fandom may be canpared +dth the Rissell
percdox of' the class of All trings not o mober of 4 class—fans aro tho clcgs loft
over aftor tho serem typoa heveo started allecting rmrandan patchbox 12bcds of the
13th Century ¢t alia... (me good thing about fandom is that comunication ia not ao
difficult rs it ie in nomnl lifc. Onc of the recasons, 1 feel, thet there hove bean
0 Yy angTy Young Men recently, is surily thrt they arc dissttisfied with their
socaaty, but thoy camot corrunicete their feoling to the great mass of the pepulat-
lop-—tho gluzec-eyed fifteen million rvading thedr Nows Of The world. Fmg noy not
be 80 rovolutionary in gpirit, but nt Jeast they can communic:to wdth kindred ninds
inirly otsily. €hwhich sens en apt place to.xxpromice & quotc fron aldous Awday
ent rc by Thoo Perri: "within a fow yeera we 8y cxpact to sec co—oporntive socict-
lea of umpopular authors, mineographirg thuir vorke sni selling thm ty =il to the
uelcet fow who take an intervat in artistic expericentation and are mt afmrid of _
'ar:nm thaughts'.") r P 3




EAVESdroppbings

BEICRNCY! THIS IS THE FOBOPERATOR -.IN
CHLR:T OF CHAPTER ENDINGS. THIS PLANET
»ILL BE EXPLOSED IN BXLCTLY FORTY TUREE
SEC0MDS!.....Hz SAID UB-BUH AT “E TOOK
HIS aSSENT FOR GRUNTED. . ...sRYOUE wHD ISN'T
CONFUSED DOZSN'T ‘RSaLLY UNDSISTAND TEE
SITUATION.....»T TIMES I GET T0 TEZ STaGE
WEERE LIFA SEFLS ZAPTY AND POTNTLESS-— THEN
SCUERCDY MEITIORS SSO00KER.....I WAST &
SOUVENIR BUT THe DubN THING VAI'? SREAK...
..IT'S EITFER STOP SAYING-'YOU '48' OR
LEAVE OFF THLT MONOCLE.....H= PATRY!ISES
THS »RTS, LIK= HE [OES VZXYOKE =LSE.....
5. .- 1 SUPPOSE 1 SHOULD LLVE ':ARNED
&, YOU THAT I'M 4 DIFFICULT FELLON
41 Y. 10 FLaTPER B=CLUSE AYTHING YOU

d 3 S\ SaY ABOUT KE, %0 MLDTER HOW RaR

f%tszmmnfzm adl A " FEICHED YOU i4Y TRY TO MAXE IT,

Belfeat 4, l.ireland LLL TO0 OFTZ TURNS OUT TO E:
5 ' - \ T2 SHPLE 2D URLIDRED TRUTH. .

c.oam Is -l !\.MI“..--.I m
YOU'VE BEcN SIGNING YCUR NALT

PRINTED MATTER T0 HCNYNOUS LET ERS aGAD:. ..
(educed Rnte) we' 7= LEARIING «BOUT &ORLD

HISTCRY oNL all THaT JaZY
STUFF TraT BaPPINZD BSRONE
THERZ #uS a FANDYd......IT
waS SaD TO SEE CiuPHELL
GalRCLC UP ON THOSz FIVE .,
PANZLUISYS.....I ION'D? SE= -
wTY E'ERYTHING CN'T Be YPLADMET CLEARLY
IN SE/PLE ON2-SYLLARLT WORDS. WITHOUT OB-
FUSCa™ING THE ISSU=.....YOU KHOW WHAT
HaP22!S wES1 YOU DROP & SLIIE RILE? YOU
KILL = R «HEN YOU DROP A SLIDE RULE..
I': GOING TC TELL WalT LIZESCHER ON YOU..
«eoUEE I') & GO0D STOT. WLTCE ME GER
TiaT LLPATRIS3.....I'VE SEEN IT IN OOLOUR-
ING £)ES 44D COLOURING B00XS IOXN!'T LIE..
£ .. DD MOTHRS ME ABOUT 4 DOG Is 4 SaT-
PIiud, 1'u ReaDING ANDY YOUTIG'S THEORY

A
\E Ct L IVIT,, ... . wELT'S THE USE OF &

OogV?) :

ars ¥ 0/

SOFEYNOON WLl YOU'VE [OST YOUR SasSE OF
WCNTER,.... 1% COING TO MaRCH CHY UP TO
ale, LD Pid T8 O IS GLASSES.....IT
A3 CUIS W ~TMIT YO FS A GALAXY aRTIST
eeseel Wed UNLE TAE YC-NGSST PRISN IN

ot THE "WORLD. ¢ v v vus Jam.bushy. vew 3, ad
murrow, ctudc herrls, bdien jorien. ted
r&y, curiis d.janze, jim coughren, nck
mecry. ;:ul snderson doc brrrett, ron
8llik 2, eney 2, ofr 2, carl trmmdon, 4Av.
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